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I love the Progressive Portland scorecard! It always answers the 
questions on each councilor that I am looking for. It’s a great tool. 
It saves me a lot of time and helps me understand who supports 

issues that I believe are really important for Portland.

— Mary Ann Seidler Gordon, India Street neighborhood resident

Ethan K. Strimling, Mayor 
estrimling@portlandmaine.gov

Belinda S. Ray, District 1 
bsr@portlandmaine.gov

Spencer Thibodeau, District 2 
sthibodeau@portlandmaine.gov

Brian Batson, District 3 
bbatson@portlandmaine.gov

Justin Costa, District 4 
jcosta@portlandmaine.gov

Kim Cook, District 5 
kcook@portlandmaine.gov

Pious Ali, At Large 
pali@portlandmaine.gov

Jill C. Duson, At Large 
 jduson@portlandmaine.gov

Nicholas M. Mavodones Jr., At Large 
nmm@portlandmaine.gov

Contact Your City Councilors
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T
he goal of the Progressive Portland scorecard is simple: 
to provide Portland voters basic information about 

their councilors’ voting records. This information is 
critical to help voters be able to evaluate their councilors’ 
performance and to be able to hold them to promises they 
have made in the past or are making for the future. This 
transparency is critical to a functioning democracy.

We recognize that not everyone will agree with our view of 
what the progressive position is on every vote. That’s okay. 
You can read through the votes and decide for yourself 
which councilors best represent your views.

I
n 2018, the city council achieved a major milestone in 
banning the use of synthetic and bee-killing pesticides, 

joining South Portland and a growing list of local 
communities around the country. 

On the other hand, the city council took only very modest 
action on affordable housing, one of the most pressing 
issues facing the city. For instance, the council put $1 
million in the Housing Trust Fund, money that can be  
used to build new affordable housing. However, the 
council did nothing to protect tenants from unreasonable 
rent hikes and 30-day evictions—and actually made the 
housing crunch worse by raising the limit on the number 
of short-term rentals in the city.

On public education, the city council went head-to-head 
with Superintendent Xavier Botana, threatening to cut as 
much as $4 million from his budget for Portland Public 
Schools. After an outcry from the community and a revised 
budget from the school board, the council still voted to 
cut $1.2 million from the school budget, leading to fewer 
elementary school teachers and larger class sizes, fewer 
days of instruction, and an administration that is cut to 
the bone. That said, the $5.8 million increase in the school 
budget was the largest in years. And, after Superintendent 
Botana, the school board, and Protect Our Neighborhood 
Schools all backed the final budget, voters overwhelmingly 
supported it at the polls in June, passing it with 80 percent 
of the vote.

T
he average voting records of councilors declined this 
year to 57 percent, which is on par with the average 

score of 57 percent in 2016, after a one-year up-tick to  
75 percent in 2017. 

Mayor Ethan Strimling received the first-ever 100 percent 
score on the Progressive Portland Scorecard. Councilors 
Pious Ali and Brian Batson achieved the next highest 
scores, 86 percent and 73 percent, respectively. The lowest 
score in 2018 was 36 percent for Councilor Jill Duson. 
Over the three years of the Progressive Portland scorecard, 
Councilor Belinda Ray has the least progressive score at  
47 percent.

The Progressive Portland 2018 City Council Scorecard

Being an educated voter is essential, and having easy access to  
city councilors’ votes makes that possible.

— Abigail Fuller, North Deering resident and USM professor

The scorecard has tremendous civic value. It does what our city staff should  be doing for 
us: making councilor votes transparent, accessible, and easy to compare, so the voting 

public can hold our elected officials accountable to the promises they make during their 
campaigns. I save and refer to mine year after year.

— Kate Sykes, Deering Center resident
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Pesticides Ban Final Passage | Progressive Vote = YES
The council voted to require organic land care and ban the use of synthetic and bee-killing pesticides in the city with limited exemptions, including 
Riverside Golf Course, Hadlock Field, invasive insects, and other “health and safety” uses to be reviewed by a newly created Pesticide Management Advisory 
Committee (PMAC). | Motion passed 9-0, January 3, 2018

Increase Pesticides Buffer Zone for Water Bodies | Progressive Vote = YES
This amendment, offered by Mayor Strimling, would have increased the buffer zone banning the use of all pesticides—including organic and non-synthetic 
pesticides—around water bodies and wetlands from 75 to 250 feet. | Motion failed 1-8, January 3, 2018

Exempt Athletic Fields from Pesticides Ban | Progressive Vote = NO
This amendment, proposed by city staff, would have permanently exempted the following high-use athletic fields from the pesticides ban: Fox Field, Quinn 
Field and Deering Oaks Baseball Field at Deering Oaks Park, Back Cove Park, Payson Field in Payson Park, and Presumpscot Field at Deering High School.  
| Motion failed 3-6, January 3, 2018

Remove Pesticides Exemption for Invasive Insects | Progressive Vote = YES
This amendment, offered by Councilor Batson, would have removed the exemption allowing the use of synthetic and bee-killing pesticides for invasive 
insects. | Motion failed 3-6, January 3, 2018

Sunset Pesticides Ordinance in 2023 | Progressive Vote = NO
This amendment, proposed by city staff, would have automatically repealed the entire pesticide ban ordinance on December 31, 2023, unless extended by a 
vote of the council. | Motion failed 0-8, January 3, 2018

Remove Pesticide Exemption for Riverside Golf Course | Progressive Vote = YES
This amendment, offered by Councilor Batson, would have replaced the use of synthetic pesticides with organic land care on the city-owned Riverside Golf 
Course. | Motion failed 3-6, January 3, 2018

Require Organic Education for PMAC Members | Progressive Vote = YES
This amendment, offered by Councilor Ali, would have required at least four members of the Pesticide Management Advisory Committee (PMAC) to gain 
certification by the Northeast Organic Farming Association in organic land management. | Motion failed 3-6, January 3, 2018

Offshore Drilling Resolution | Progressive Vote = YES
Following an executive order by President Trump to begin the process of allowing offshore oil drilling on nearly all U.S. coastal waters, the council 
unanimously passed a resolution opposing drilling off the coast of Maine. | Motion passed 9-0, February 5, 2018

Waterfront Concerts Domestic Violence Allegations | Progressive Vote = NO
After Waterfront Concerts Owner Alex Gray was accused of domestic violence by his former girlfriend, Erica Cole, a motion was brought to the council to 
strip the contract from Waterfront Concerts. The council voted to amend the motion to instead award the contract to Live Nation, the corporate parent of 
Waterfront Concerts, thereby continuing to do business with Alex Gray. | Motion Passed 8-1, April 18, 2018

Cut $1.2 Million from School Budget | Progressive Vote = NO
The council voted to cut $1.2 million from school budget proposed by Superintendent Xavier Botana and passed by the School Board. The cuts, proposed by 
Councilor Costa, resulted in larger class sizes, reduced classroom instruction time, and more. | Motion Passed 7-2, May 14, 2018

Restore $600,000 to School Budget | Progressive Vote = YES
In an effort to reduce the impact of school budget cuts, Councilor Ali proposed reducing the cuts by $600,000. | Motion Failed 2-7, May 14, 2018

Fund Pesticide Ordinance Enforcement | Progressive Vote = YES
The council amended the budget proposed by City Manager Jon Jennings to include staffing to enforce the ban on synthetic and bee-killing pesticides.  
|  Motion Passed 8-0, May 21, 2018

Committee Referral for Short-Term Rental Fee Increase | Progressive Vote = YES
During the debate on the budget, the council voted to instruct the Finance Committee to consider a fee increase for short-term rentals.  
| Motion Passed 5-3, May 21, 2018

Munjoy Hill Affordable Housing Incentive | Progressive Vote = YES
During debate on the Munjoy Hill Overlay District, the council considered an amendment, proposed by Councilor Ray, to raise the limit on building heights 
from 35 feet to 45 feet for projects that include at least one unit of affordable housing. | Motion Passed 8-1, June 4, 2018

Require More Workforce Housing Under Inclusionary Zoning  Progressive Vote = YES
In 2015, the council passed an inclusionary zoning ordinance requiring at least 10 percent of the units in new developments of 10 or more be affordable to 
working people in Portland. This amendment, proposed by Councilor Batson, would have raised the standard to require 18 percent of the units be affordable. 
| Motion Failed 3-6, June 18, 2018

Lower the Cost of Workforce Housing Under Inclusionary Zoning | Progressive Vote = YES
The 2015 inclusionary zoning ordinance defines workforce housing as homes that are affordable to renters earning no more than the area median income 
(AMI), which is approximately $69,000 for single people. This amendment, proposed by Mayor Strimling, would have reduced the cost of these homes to 80 
percent of AMI. | Motion Failed 1-8, June 18, 2018

Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance Sunset Clause | Progressive Vote = NO
The council defeated an amendment, proposed by Councilor Cook, to automatically sunset the 2015 inclusionary zoning ordinance.  
| Motion failed 1-8, June 18, 2018

Tax Incentives for Affordable and Senior Housing | Progressive Vote = YES
The council approved tax increment financing (TIFs) for senior and low-income housing projects at 178 Kennebec St. and 977 Brighton Ave. Together, these 
projects will create 76 units of new senior and low-income housing. | Motions Passed 8-0, July 16, 2018

42-Day Campaign Finance Reporting Deadline | Progressive Vote = YES
The council passed a city charter amendment proposed by Councilor Ray to require candidates to file an additional campaign finance report 42 days before 
Election Day. Previously, candidates were required to file two reports — first at four months before the election and another at 11 days before the election.  
| Motion Passed 8-1, August 13, 2018

$1 Million from WEX Land Sale to Housing Trust Fund | Progressive Vote = YES
In 2017, the council approved a $3.3 sale of land on the Eastern Waterfront for the new WEX headquarters. This amendment allocated $1 million to the 
Housing Trust Fund, to be used to build nearly 200 new units of affordable housing. | Motion Passed 9-0, August 13, 2018

Increase Limit on Short-Term Rentals from 300 to 400 Units | Progressive Vote = NO
Despite the shortage of housing affordable to working people in Portland, the council passed an amendment proposed by Councilor Thibodeau to raise the 
cap on the number of non-owner-occupied short-term rental units (AirBnBs) permitted in the city from 300 to 400. | Motion Passed 5-4, November 19, 2018

Raise Cap on Short-Term Rental Listings Per Person | Progressive Vote = NO
Despite the shortage of housing affordable to working people in Portland, the council voted to increase the number of short-term rentals a single person can 
register from three to five, turning back calls to lower the limit to one listing per person. | Motion Passed 5-4, November 19, 2018
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